
MUR 

M theworfd GANT ‘ ° dj ' [mundlva S us ' Lat -J Wandering through 
Mundu'ngus. n.f Stinking tobacco. 

Munerarv. adj. [from munus, Lat.J Havingthe nature of a 

Mu'ncrel. n.f [frequently written mongrel. See Mongrel.] 
Any thing generated between different kinds ; any thing nar- 

l/ai" qUaJ ! tICS ° f different «ufes or parents. 6 P 
Ma tiff, greyhound, mungrel grim. 

Hound or fpaniel, brache or hym, 
f Or bobtail tike, or trundle tail. ShakeTti 

Mongrel, adj. Generated between different natures: bale- 
born; degenerate. 

Thou art nothing but the compofition of a knave, beggar, 
coward, pander, and the fon and heir of a mungrel bkch! 
tv /r • . Shakefp. King Lear. 

P^P 1 * a f e S r °™ half wild, they would not precipitate 
themfelves elfe into fuch a mixt tnungrel war. Howel 

Altaigrcl curs bawl, fnarle and fnap, where the fox fliei 
before them, and clap their tails between the legs when an 
adversary makes head againlt them. I'E/irange 

' A foreign fon is fought and a mix’d tnungrel brood. D,y. 
Muni cipal. adj. [municipal, Fr. municipality municipiutn, Lat. 1 
belonging to a corporation. 

A counfellor, bred up in the knowledge of the municipal 
and ltatute laws, may honeftly inform a juft prince how far 
his prerogative extends. Dryden. 

Muni ficence, n.f. [munificence, Fr. munificentia, Lat.l Li¬ 
berality ; the a«ft of giving. 

A ftate of poverty obfeures all the virtues of liberality and 
munificence. AddifotTs Spectator, N^.cy. 

2. In Spenjer it is ufed, as it feems, for fortification or ftreimli, 
from munitions facere. 0 

Their importune fway 
This land invaded with Hke violence, 

Until that Locrine for his realms defence. 

Did head againft them make, and Itrong munificence. 

Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

MUNIFICENT, adj. [munificus, Lat.] Liberal; gene¬ 
rous. 

Is he not our mod munificent benefactor, our wifeft coun¬ 
fellor and moft potent proteSor. Atterbury. 

Mu nificently. adv. [from munificent .] Liberally; gene- 
roufly. 

Mu'niment. n.f. [munimentum, Lat.J 

1. Fortification ; ftrong hold. 

2. Support; defence. 

The arm our foldier. 

Or ftecd the leg, the tongue our trumpeter; 

With other muniments and petty helps 
In this our fabrick. Shakefp. Coriolemus. 

To Muni'te. v. a. [munio, Lat.J To fortify; to ftrengthen. 
A word not in ufe. 

Heat doth attenuate, and the more grofs and tangible parts 
contraCl, both to avoid vacuum, and to munite themfelves 
againft the force of the fire. Bacon's Nat. Hiji. 

Men, in the procuring or muniting of religious unity, muft 
not diffolve the laws of charity and human fociety. Bacon. 
Muni'tion. n.f. [munition, Fr. munitio, Lat.J 

1. Fortification; ftrong hold. 

Victors under-pin their acqucfts jure belli, that they might 
not be loft by the continuation of external forces of handing 
armies, caftles, garrifons, munitions. Nalc. 

2. Ammunition ; materials for war. 

What penny hath Rome borne. 

What men provided, what munition lent. 

To underprop this action ? Shakefp. King John. 

The king of Tripolie in every hold 
Shut up his meu, munition and his treafure. Fairfax. 

It is a little city, ftrong and well ftored with munition. 

Sandys's “journey. 

•VIu'NNlON. n.f. 

The upright polls, that divide the feveral lights in a win¬ 
dow frame, are called munitions. Moxon. 

Mu'race. n.f. [Irom murus, Lat.J Money paid to keep 
walls in repair. 

Mural, adj. [muralis, urns, Lat.J Pertaining to a wall. 

And repair'd 

Her mural breach, returning whence it rowl’d. Alilton. 

In the ncCtarine and the like delicate mural fruit, the later 
your pruning, the better. Evelyn's Kalendar. 

A loldicr would venture his life for a mural crown. Addif 
MU RDER, n.f. [mop-bop, mopbep. Sax. murdrum, law Lat. 
the etymology requires that it Ihould be written, as it an¬ 
ciently often was, murther ; but of late the word itfelf has 
commonly, and its derivatives univcrfally, been written with 
J.] The aCt of killing a man unlawfully ; the act of killing 
criminally. 

Kill men i’th’dark ! where be thefc bloody thieves ? 

Ho murder / murder ! Shakefp. Othello. 

Now’ witchcraft celebrates 
Pale Hecate’s offerings j and wither’d murder, 


with fucccfs, but tempered with acids 
Murk. n.f. [march, Danifh, dark,] 
light. 

Ere twice in murk and occidental damp, 
Moift Hefpcrus hath quench’d his fleepy lamp. 
Mu'rk. n.f Hufks of fruit. 



Mur 

' Wte - ,owar t h “*% 

Blood hath been Ihed ere now, i’th’ olden iL* 1 
Ere human ftatute purg’d the general weal • ’ 

Ay, and fmee too, murders have been perform’d 
I 00 terrible for th’ear. i, . 

Slaughter grows murder when it goes too in' Macltih ' 
And makes a maffacre what was a war * n j 
T he killing of their children had, in the account of 

of'idol^y ’ 35 thC 0fferi " g thCm t0 id0,S had *egS 

To Mu'rder. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To kill a man unlawfully. 

If he dies, I murder him, not they. 

2. To deftroy ; to put an end to. 

Can’ft thou quake and change thy colour. 

Murder thy breath in middle of a word, 

And then again begin, and flop again. 

Let the mutinous winds 
Strike the proud cedars to the fiery fun ; 

MurcTring impoflibility, to make * 

What cannot be, flight work. Shakefp. Coriolemus 

Mu rderer. n. f. [from murder.] One who has fhed human 
blood unlawfully; one who has killed a man criminally 
I hou doft kill me with thy unkind falfchood, and it grieves 
me not to die; but it grieves me that thou art the murderer. 

T 1 . in Sidney, b. ii. 

I am his hoft, 

Who Ihould againft his tnureTrer Ihut the door. 

Not bem- the knife myfelf. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

I nou tell It me there is murder in mine eyes; 

’Tis pretty fure, 

ITiat eyes, that are the frail’ft and fofteft things, 

Who Ihut their coward gates on atomies. 

Should he call’d tyrants, butchers, murderers. Shoi 
7 he very horrour of the faCt had ftupified all curiofity, and 
1 o. dnperfed the multitude, that even the murderer himfetf 
might have efcaped. IVotton. 

Like fome rich or mighty murderer, 

Too great for prifon, which he breaks with gold. 

Who frelher for new mifehiefs does appear. 

And dares the world to tax him with the old. Dryden. 
This ftranger having had a brother killed by the confpi- 
rator, and having till now fought in vain for an opportunity 
of revenge, chanced to meet the murderer in the temple. 

Addifon's Guardian, ipj. 
With equal terrors, not with equal guilt. 

The murderer dreams of all the blood he fpilt. Swift. 
Mu'rderess. n.f. [from murderer.] A woman that commits 
murder. 

When by thy fcorn, O mur A refs I I am dead. 

Then Ihall my ghoft come to thy bed. 

And thee feign’d veftal in worle arms Ihall fee. Donnt. 

Diana’s vengeance on the vi£tor Ihown, 

The murd'refs mother, and confuming fon. Dryden. 
Art thou the tnureT refs then of wretched Laius. Dryden. 
Mu rderment. n. f. [from murder.] The act of killing un¬ 
lawfully. 

To her came meffage of the murderment. Fairfax. 
Murderous, adj. [from murder.] Bloody; guilty of mur¬ 
der; addicted to blood. 

Upon thy eye-balls tnurcTrous tyranny 
Sits in grim majefty to fright the world. Shakfi. 

Oh murd’rous coxcomb ! what Ihould fuch a fool 
Do with fo good a wife ? Shakefpeare's Othello. 

Enforc’d to fly 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd’rous king 
Were dead, who fought his life; and miffing, 

With infant blood the ftreets of Bethlehem. 

If Ihe has deform’d this earthly life 
With tnureT tout rapine and feditious ftrife; 

In everlafting darknefs muft Ihe lie. 

Mure. n.f. [mur, Fr. murus, Lat.] A wall. Not in ufe. 

The inccffant care and labour of his mind 
Hath wrought the mure , that Ihould confine it in, 

So thin, that life looks through and will break out. Shat. 
To Mure. v. a. [murer, Fr. from murus , Lat.J To inclofe 
in walls. 

All the gates of the city were mured up, except fuch as 
were referved to fally out at. Knolles's HiJl. of the Turks. 

* itin 1 A r» rwtrtrlnnr nf 2 • 
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Mu'renger. n.f. [murus, Latin.] An overfeer of a wall. 


Muria'tick. adj. Partaking of the tafte or nature of brine, 

ar any fuch like pickles, from muria, brine or pickle. Quincy. 

If the feurvy be entirely muriatick , proceeding from a diet 
of fait flelh or fifli, antifcorbutick vegetables may be given 


Arbuthnet. 
Darknefs: want ot 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


MU s 

Mu'rky. adj. [morck, Danilh.] Dark; cloudy; wanting 


light, 


The murkieji den. 

The moft opportune place, the ftrong’ft fuggeftion 
Shall never melt mine honour into lull. Shakefp. Tempejt. 

So feented the grim feature, and up-turn’d 
His noltrils wide into the murky air, 


Sagacious of his quarry. ..J 

A murky ftorm deep low’ring o’er our heads 
Hung imminent, that with impervious gloom 
Oppos’d itfelf to Cynthia’s filver ray. Addifon. 

MU'RMUR. n.f. murmur, Lat murmure, Fr.] 

A low Ihrill noile. 

Flame as it moveth within itfelf, or is blown by a bellows, 
giveth a murmur or interiour found. Bacon's Nat. HiJl. 

h When the wing’d colonics firft tempt the Iky, 

Or fitting, feize the fweets the bloffoms yield. 

Then a low murmur runs along the field. Pope. 

2. A complaint half fupprefled; a complaint not openly ut¬ 
tered. 

Some difeontents there are; fome idle murmurs ; 

How idle murmurs ! 

The doors are all ftuit up; the wealthier fort, 

With arms acrofs, and hats upon their eyes. 

Walk to and fro before their filent Ihops. Dryden. 

To Mu rmur, v. n. [murmuro, Lat. tnurtnurer, Fr.J 

1. To give a low Ihrill found. 

The murmuring forge. 

That on th’ unnumber’d idle pebbles chafes. 

Can (carte be heard fo high. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Amid an tBc around whofe rocky Ihorc 
The forefts murmur, and the forges roar, 

A goddefs guards in her enchanted dome. Pope. 

The bufy bees with a foft murmuring ftrain. 

Invite to gentle lleep the lab’ring ( wain. Dryden. 

2. To grumble ; to utter fecret and follcn difeontent. With at 
before things, and againjl before perfons. 

The good we have enjoy’d from hcav’n’s free will; 

And Ihall we murmur to endure the ill l Dryden. 

Alurmur not at your licknefs, for thereby you will fin 
againft God’s providence. I Fake's Prep, for Death. 

The good confequcnces of this fcheme, which will exe¬ 
cute itfelf without murmuring againjl the government, are 
very vilible. Swift. 

Mu'rmurer. n.f [from murmur.] One who repines; one 
who complains follenly ; a grumbler ; a repiner; a com- 
plaincr. 

Hcav’n’s peace be with him ! 

That’s chriftian care enough; for living murmurers 
There’s places of rebuke. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

The murmurer is turned off to the company of thofe dole¬ 
ful creatures, which were to inhabit the ruins of Babylon. 

Government of the Tongue. 

Still might the difeontented murmurer cry. 

Ah haplels fate of man ! ah wretch doom’d once to die. 

Black more on the Creation. 

Mu'rnival. n.f [mornefie, Fr. from tnorncr, to ftun.] Four 
cards of a fort. Skinner and Ainfworth. 

Murrain, n.f. [The etymology of this word is not clear ; 
mur is an old world for a catarrh, which might well anfwer 
to the glanders; muriana, low Latin. Skinner derives it from 
mori, to die.] The plague in cattle. 

Away ragg’d rams, care I what murrain kill. Sidney. 
Some trials would be made of mixtures of water in ponds 
for cattle, to make them more milch, to fatten, or to keep 
them from murrain. Bacon 

A hallowed band 

Cou’d tell what murrains, in what months begun. Garth 

Murre. n.f A kind of bird. 

Among the firft fort we reckon coots, meawes, murres 
creyfers and curlews. q * 

Mu RREY. adj [moree, Fr. morcllo, Italian; from moroT.i 
moor.J Darkly red. 

The leaves of fome trees turn a little murrey or reddilh. 

They employ it in certain proportions, to tinge the^glafi 
both with red colour, or with a purplifo or murrey. Bode 

s afs ° f a fangUine rcd ’ wil1 not a(cen d in powder 
above a murrey. BrWx Vulgar Errours 

Cornelius jumps out, a flocking upon his head, and a 
waifffoat of warny-coloured fattin upon his body Arbuth 

Murkion. n.f [oftenwritten morion. See Morion fun us 
derives ,t from murus, a wall.] A helmet; a cafqi/- ar¬ 
mour for the head. l I ut ' , ar- 

A n T he T, bcef °C; cnin foeir niurrions ftew’d. 

And in their balket-hilu their bev’rage brew’d Jr 

Murth of Corn, n.f Plenty of grain. 8 ” * 

Mu scad^nf l ad l ttrufcadil, Fr. mcfcatello, Italian - ^ 

a dine. ) either from the fragance rcfcmblino- ,, S 

pear. 8 P J A kmd ° f fwcet S ra l ,e > Wine and fwcet 


ATilton's Par. Lojl. 


M U S 

He quafft off the mufcadel. 

And threw the fops all in the lexton’s face. Shakefp. 

MUSCLE, n.f. [mufcle, Fr. mufculus,L at. mujicula, Sax.] 
Mufcle is a bundle of thin and parallel plates of flelby 
threads or fibres, inclofed by one common membrane : all die 
fibres of the lame plate are parallel to one another, and tied 
together at extremely little diftances by Ihort and tranfverfe 
fibres : the flelhy fibres are compofed of other fmaller fibres, 
inclofed likewife by a common membrane: each leller fibre 
confifts of very fmall velicles or bladders, into which we fop- 
pofe the veins, arteries and nerves to open, for every mufcle 
receives branches of all thofe velfels, which muft be diftri- 
buted to every fibre : the two ends of each mufcle or the ex¬ 
tremities of the fibres are, in the limbs of animals, faftened 
to two bones, the one moveable, the odier fixed ; and there¬ 
fore, when the mufcles contract, they draw the moveable 
bone according to the direction of their fibres. Quincy. 

The inftruments of motion are the mufcles, the fibres 
whereof, contrading themfelves, move the feveral parts of 
the body. Locke. 

2. A bivalve Ihell-filh. 

Of Ihell-filh, there are wrinkles, limpers, cockles and 
mufcles. Cat ew’s Survey of Cornwall. 

It is the obfervation of Ariftotle, that oyfters and mu/cles 
grow fuller in the waxing of the moon. Haiewill. 

Two pair of fmall mufcle Ihells was found in a limeftone 
quarry. Woodward on Foffils. 

Musco'sity. n.f. [mufeofus, Lat.J Moffinefs. 

Mu'scular. adj. [from mufculus , Latin.] Performed by 
mufcles. 

By the mufcular motion and perpetual flux of the liquids, 
a great part of the liquids are thrown out of the body. Arb. 

Muscula'rity. n. f. [from mufcular.] The ftate of having 
mufdes. 

The guts of a fturgeon, taken out and cut to pieces, will 
ftill move, which may depend upon their great thicknefs and 
mufcularity. Grew's Mufaum. 

Mu sculous. adj. [ mufculcux, Fr. mufculofus, Latin.] 

1. Full of mufcles ; brawny. 

2. Pertaining to a mufcle. 

The uvea has a mufculous power, and can dilate and con- 
trad that round hole, called the pupil of the eye, for the 
better moderating the tranfmiffion of light. More. 

Muse. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Deep thought; clofe attention ; ablence of mind; brown 
ftudy. 

The tidings ftrange did him abalhed make. 

That ftill he fat long time aftonifhed 

As in great tnufe, ne word to creature fpake. Fa. Queen. 

He was fill’d 

With admiration and deep mufe , to hear 

Of things fo high and ftrange. . Milton. 

2. 1 ne power of poetry. 

Begin my mufe. Cowley. 

. The wtt/r-inlpired train 

Triumph,^ and raife their drooping heads again. Waller. 

Lodona s fate, in long oblivion caft. 

The mufe Ihall fing. p . 

To MUSE v.n. [mujer, Fr. muy'en, Dutch ; muffo, Latin.] 

1. To ponder; to think clofe ; to ftudy in filence. 

If he fpake courteoufly, he angled the people’s hearts; if 
h %7" f,le £ r > ^ jnufed upon fome dangerous plot. Sidney. 

St. Auguftine, fpeaking of devout men, noteth, how they 
daily frequented the church, how attentive ear they give unto 

; i OW Caicf ! jl the * wcre to remember the 
lame, and to mufe thereupon by themfelves. Hooker 

, Caefar’s father oft, 

When be hath mus'd of taking kingdoms in, 

■Bellow d his lips on that unworthy place. 

As it rain’d kiffes. J r > 

und'SL“g.‘ hal1 l i’ eak of wiWom i -id «v 

gljnwed. id that I^was afraid of 
tier,.and mufed what it might be. 2 Efdras x 

Chrift o/UoT.^ 1 " theirheartS of J° hn > whether (e^ were the 
W? nwT^f hC m u' d W l thin h ‘ S thou g htful mind Uke Dryde S ti. 

anifSP'dJS; ,h ' ‘ hat % T *? 

, , u Man fuperiour walks A "‘ rt V ‘ 

Amid the glad creation, mufing praife, 

M and „ ms 

Peels fodden terror and cold ftivering, 

u ' a, > “**/“. d-apa JLd. 

3. T. 
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